





It is a fact that 90% of deaf children are
born to hearing parents, and only 109%
of parents ever learn to properly com-
municate with their children through
American Sign Language (ASL).

The Deaf Florida Literacy Academy is
an in-home and on-site mentoring pro-
gram offered to families with children
who are deaf and/or hard of hearing.
Families not only receive ASL instruction,
and learn how to read a children’s book in
ASL, but they also receive tutoring tips and
community resources.

Sadly, it is a fact that deaf children are

neer with its “total family approach” when
it comes to educating children, recognizing
that it is not enough to teach the student.
We teach the parents and extended family
members as well.

graduating from high
schools across the United
States with an average of a
3rd-4th grade reading
level. Blossom is leading
the way with encouraging
OUr parents to participate
in the Deaf Literacy Acad-
emy. The school is a pio-

Did you Know?

Deaf and hard of hearing children are
consistently held back in the public
school system due to their inability to
effectively communicate, and thereby
learn.

Deafness is the single most costly dis-
ability in terms of special education,
averaging $25,000 per year per child,

compared to $5,100 for a normal hear-

ing child.

BLOSSOM FACT: To a deaf student who must first learn American Sign Language (ASL), English is a second language.

To many who have dined in his restaurants,
Steve Westphal may not appear to know
much about deaf children. The owner of
The Pub Restaurant in Indian Shores and
the Parkshore Grill in downtown St. Pete,
recently discussed his involvement with the
students at Blossom.

“I never knew that there was such a

“I've been involved with the
school for a few years now,
and have just fallen in love
with the kids there,” West-
phal said. “T get regular updates and photos
from the students. Each one can be found
on my office wall.“ Not only a financial sup-

special place fc

I became involved with Blossom.”

porter of the school, but because of a close
partnership, Westphal invites the summer
camp students to assist the servers each
August at The Pub Restaurant. “It’s all
about giving back and the kids are fantas-

tic. My staff is impressed
each year with how much

they remember from the
eaf students until previous year!”
On  September 16, 2008,

Parshore Grill hosted a small

fundraiser for the school. As part of their
Art Club, Blossom students painted wine
glasses with beautiful flowers that were

sold that

evening.

The Art
Club  also
created a

sculpture
that was
auctioned
off to the attendees,

“I never knew there was such a special
place for deaf students until T became
involved with Blossom. It's amazing—
there is this whole other culture that I've
been exposed to!”
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Like most not-for-profit schools, Blossom
relies on tuition and charitable gifts to pro-
vide "the Blossom experience’. With our exten-
sive, personalized support system for each
student, and our small class size, we have a
significant gap between tuition collected

from each family and the total cost to operate.
Support from the community is helping to
close that gap, sustaining:

e financial aid for student scholarships
e classroom materials and technology
e professional development for our teachers

e  additional support services for the children

As almost 100% of our students are on
some form of scholarship, we are con-
tinually seeking new sponsors. Please
visit www.blossomschool.org and click
on Make a Donation to help.

Women in Blossom—Blossom is pleased
to announce a new concept —Women in
Blossom—a group of dedicated volunteers
in the Tampa Bay area who assist Blossom
by providing resources for the school and
our students. Its purpose is to inspire
women to improve the quality of deaf edu-
cation in the Tampa Bay community .

v
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Members meet forl
educational lunch- 8
€ons at area restau-
rants to hear from
respected members '
of the deaf community, experts on spe-
cial needs education or Montessori edu-
cation, and students who have received
Blossom scholarships.  Members are
encouraged to share the good works of
Blossom with their friends and col-
leagues.  Interested? please contact
Maria Kadau at 727-539-7879 or
mkadau@blossomschool.org.
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OUR MISSION

To be a premier education and communication
center for families with deaf and hard of hearing
children in the state of Florida.

et Help Us—Valun._L@. er

Frequently we receive inquiries from local
Blossom is in the process of updating our When you search the Internet, please use interpreting classes and the general com-
mailing lists and our email lists. Tf we do not Goodsearch as your search engine: munity to volunteer. Volunteers are al-
have your email, or if you know of someone | ways sought after for:
who would like to receive information via
email or via U.S. mail, let us know! 2

Help Us—Mailing List

Go to www.goodsearch.com
In the “Who do you search for?” win- ®  special school and parent/child events |

dow e Blossom Montessori School : :
e field trips throughout the year
We send out news & information, and invi- for the eaf (Clearwater, FL) = g drol . el
tations to special events throughout the year. 3. Hit “verify.” i e e
In addition, tours are available of our school. 4 Bookmark it as your home page! Please call Tara Bonano at 727-339-7879 or
Please contact Maria Kadau at 727- 539- Thank you! email her at thonano@blossomschool.org.

7879 or mkadau@blossomschool.org.

‘Wish List

As a non-profit, Blossom is continually seek- We are also seeking in-kind donations for

Tickets to local Tampa Bay cultural

Enrichment activities for the students dau at mkadau@blossomschool.org or at

Science materials and library books
727-539-7879.

ing financial support for the following: the following: artractions and theatre productions
e  Srudent scholarships e  Marketing and advertising, printing and
® (Classroom materials mailing partnerships Additionally, we are always secking vol-
® FEvent sponsorships—from our Spring ® Musical instruments and sheet music ~ unteers from the community to serve on
: : : committees for special event planning,
fundraiser to our Women in Blossom ® A large van oralease on alarge van
Iuncheons and donor luncheons S . : : : o
o ¢  Sports equipment of any kind For more information on contributing any
®  Birdies for Blossom golf tournament e Office supplies and furniture of these items, please contact Maria Ka-
®
®

®  Teacher scholarships for certification A s fok Gt dhnin]. svaiis
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